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Coming Events: 

August 

29 Mashapaug Dive 

September 

1 Innerspace Meeting @ On the Border 7 PM 

12 West Hill Pond Dive 

27 TASK-9 @ 9 AM & Innerspace E-Board meeting @ TBD 

October 

3-4 DUI Dog Days @ Brownstone Portland CT 

6 Innerspace Meeting @ On the Border 7 PM 

9 Innerspace E-Board meeting @ East Side in New Britain  

17 Kings Beach Dive for tropicals 

25 TASK-9 @ 9 AM Club Norm 
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Innerspace Dive Planning+ 

August 

29 Mashapaug Dive 

September 

1 Innerspace Meeting @ On the Border 7 PM 

12 West Hill Pond Dive 

27 TASK-9 @ 9 AM & Innerspace E-Board meeting @ TBD 

October 

3-4 DUI Dog Days @ Brownstone Portland CT 

6 Innerspace Meeting @ On the Border 7 PM 

9 Innerspace E-Board meeting @ East Side in New Britain  

17 Kings Beach Dive for tropicals 

25 TASK-9 @ 9 AM Club Norm 

November 

3 Innerspace Meeting @ On the Border 7 PM 

14 Innerspace E-Board meeting @ Chop Mist Charlie’s in Jamestown after Bernie’s 

     Birthday Dive at Fort Wetherill 

December 

19 Holiday Party with the Gillmen @ Mill on the River South Windsor (no meeting this month) 
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IE Meeting Minutes 8/4/09 

By Sandy Gordon 

 

 

 Guest: Bruce, interested in diving since 1944, started in 1953, extensive diving career on the West coast and else-

where, and now he’s at Innerspace! Welcome. 

 Who’s Been Diving? 

Jean – Candlewood. Shark dive with Adam, out of Gallilee, RI. Saw blue sharks 

Chris – Glouster, Cap Ann divers, Chester Polling. 30 ft viz, cold. USS New Hampshire, big stripers, huge lobsters. 

Woody – Wetherill, manta shrimp. 

Tony B – drift dive on Latimer Reef last Saturday for lobster. Saw lobsters under every rock, most too small. 

Ricky – Onondaga, Grecian, Polling, Medis. Got a toilet and recovered a body. 

Dad (Eric) – another list of wrecks 

Wayne – huge lobsters 

L&K (Linsley & Kevin) – Glouster, Lanesville Shoals & Folly Shoals, picnic 

Sandy & Chuck – Jamestown, treasure hunt under the boat (found nothing but one big big lobster), Block Island – 

untangled the mooring line under the boat, fixed the zincs. 

 

 Upcoming Events 

 

 8/8 - Board Meeting– Linsley’s, 12-ish 

8/15 Sat. – Cape Ann – Kevin and Linsley will lead. 

8/23 – Task 9, shallow dive 

8/29 (Sat)  - Mashapaug, Julie’s Boat, Linsley’s House. Call Julie if any change of your plans – going/not going vs 

signed up. 

(Date?) Frogmen, Hole in the Wall 

 

 8/5 – Tony B leading dive to Eastern Point in Groton. 

His invitation to the XL Divers: 

Tomorrow Wed 8/5: 

Location: Eastern Point Beach, Groton (right next to UCONN Avery Point Campus) 

Time: 6 pm (after the parking lot guard leaves) 

Weather: Possible T-Storms predicted  but forecast has them ending by 6pm. 

Let me know if you plan to be there so I can let you know if plans change. 

If anyone wants to go to the “InnerSpace” dive club meeting tonight at 7pm at “On the Border”, Rocky Hill I 
will buy your first beer! 
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(Aug. 4 meeting continued) 

  

Results: 

Dive report: 

Eastern Point Beach, Groton (aka Avery Point) 

4 scuba divers, 1 snorkeler (doubled as shore support and weight belt assistant) 

Weather: Foggy.  T-Storms were predicted but it was just warm and sticky 

Water: Temp: Warm on the surface, Thermocline at 4 ft, overall comfortable 

Time: in the park by 6:20 and left by 8:30 PM 

Vis: Top 4-6 ft, to the thermocline was a turbid mix of seaweed pieces and sediment.  Below that was clearer 
but still only 5-8 ft of vis.  It was dark on the bottom due to the top layer of mixed up water, had to use lights 
on the bottom. Max depth about 25 ft 

Site: Guard did leave the parking lot shortly after 6 PM.  Lot is open to 11:30 PM.  Only one fisherman to con-
tend with.  Plenty of room to park, suit up and go in.  Many curious people around asking questions. 

Sights: Picked up some cans, bottles.  Saw a few small flat fish.  Picked up a large feisty blue crab and tried 
for three lobster (hand too big, hole too small) 

 

 Not the best dive ever but judged a success. 

 

  

 Paul going to NC, Nags Head in September 

Jean going to Egypt 

 Kevin is sick. We all hope you feel better soon!! 

 

 Ben Gelb did a great presentation on SemesteratSea.com – made us all want to go back to school! (Hey, wait a minute 

– my school wasn’t on a boat, I mean, SHIP!!) 

Interesting website on FBI divers                                                                            

submitted by Tricia Heldmann, Task 9 

“Subject:* TOOLS OF THE TRADE: FBI Divers - An Interactive Graphic 

Tools of the Trade 

*/FBI Divers: An Interactive Graphic 

/*See how our Underwater Search and Evidence Response Team members use sophisticated tools to complete 

their missions. Story 

<http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTU1NDkxNyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJEL

UJVTC01NTQ5MTcmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTU1Mjg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWxsZW5yb

3NzaUBjb21jYXN0Lm5ldCZ1c2VyaWQ9YWxsZW5yb3NzaUBjb21jYXN0Lm5ldCZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&101&&

&http://www.fbi.gov/page2/august09/diveteam_082109.htm>  
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August 8, 2009 Eboard Meeting Minutes 

 

 There were five members in attendance. Linsley, Kevin, Jean, Norm, and Bernie. 

 

 Linsley made a telephone call to Woody and Danae and left a message with a request to call back as to 

the status of the Holiday Party and if any help or assistance is needed with the planning. 

 

 Upcoming elections in October were discussed. We need to fill the positions of  President and Newsletter 

Editor. Linsley sent out an email to the board asking if Woody would continue as Vice President and if 

Sandy would continue as Secretary and if Ralph will continue as Treasurer and if Gerry will continue as 

WebMonster. Also asked if Adam, Jean, Bernie, Norm, Dave, and Pete will continue as Board Members. 

Awaiting emails back from above as to status. 

 

 Upcoming dives 

 8/15 Cape Ann Mass to be lead by Kevin and Linsley 

 8/29 Lake Mashapaug in Union CT to be lead by Julie 

 9/12 West Hill Pond if Julie is able. Alternate Fort Adams in Newport tide dependent 

 10/17 Kings Beach in Rhode Island 

 11/14 Bernie’s Annual Birthday Dive in Fort Wetherill 

 

 Discussed Coastal Cleanup on 9/19 and did not get any positive responses. 

 

 Reviewed Club Picnic and decided we need a few people to agree to set up and a few to agree to clean up 

before and after the Picnic. 

 

  

 That’s All Folks! 

Linsley 
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My New Diveyak!!!! 

By Jean Devine 

For those of you who don’t know what a Diveyak is, which is most likely all of you except for the 

few who made it to the last e-board meeting, a Diveyak is an inflatable kayak specifically designed 

for diving, it is a sit-on-top kayak and has about 20 D-rings all over the boat to secure gear. 

The Diveyak weighs about 51 lbs, a little heavy and bulky for one small person to carry alone, but I 

manage. The first time I tried it out, I went to Mashapaug after work intending to take advantage of 

one of the few sunny days this summer. I used the foot pump that came with it. A cheezy little 

piece of *@&^%!, with a hose about as cheap as a bendy straw. What can you expect from 

something that's free? It took me about 50 min. to fill, partly because the air hose kept popping out 

of both the pump and the boat valves, and I found out later I didn't actually fill it completely (it 

needs to be completely filled). During that 50 min. I muttered words some of you might be 

surprised I know. But enough about my vocabulary. 

As it took me so long to fill, and as sunset was only an hour away, I decided not to dive with it at 

that time, but just paddle around and get used to it. Since it was partially unfilled, it tended to list 

on the side that was less filled. I also found the backrest wouldn't stay in place because there was 

not enough tension in the sides to keep it in place. Muscles in my legs, stomach and back, that 

wouldn't have been used had it been completely filled, got stressed. Also, maybe it's because I'm 

only 5'1" with a short torso, but I found that the paddle and my hands kept hitting the d-rings and 

the sides of the boat unless I made a concentrated effort not to do so. Maybe I just should get an 

extra long paddle, as I understand extra long torsos are way too expensive for my budget. 

That being said. It is very easy to get into and out of. The second time I used it was after the eboard 

meeting. Kevin took a look at it and very thoughtfully and generously filled it with his 

compressor in minutes. It was great. The only drawback to having an inflated kayak in the car 

was that it was nearly impossible to back out of anywhere without help, but I managed that too. I 

was thrilled to have a completely filled kayak. The backrest stayed in place. I was completely 

comfortable sitting in it and paddling it. The front didn’t tip up, so I had a completely clear view of 

where I was going. I didn't use any extra muscles. Before I bought this kayak, I had never 

kayaked before or rowed any type of boat or canoe. I had a great time gliding along the lake. 

Although, my hands, being unused to manual labor (aren’t I dainty), were a little tender after all 

that paddling, but not so much that blisters formed or that I wouldn’t do it again the next day i. 
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thunderstorms weren’t in the forecast. 

I performed two diving tests that day. The first test, I anchored the kayak in a shallow area, geared 

up, and went diving. Putting on my bcd was a little awkward as this was the first time I didn't have 

a solid surface to rest it on, but I managed it. The second test, I attached a line to the kayak and to 

myself. The kayak followed me wherever I went. I swam into water that was above my head, took 

my gear off in the water and put it in and/or attached it to the kayak. I got back into the kayak very 

easily, without tipping it, and with hardly any effort, then pulled my bcd and tank aboard and 

secured my gear. 

On another day, I performed two more tests. 1) Gearing up in water above my head and 2) 

switching out tanks. Both tasks were slightly awkward, but both were manageable. 

I am very happy with my new dive boat. Now I don’t have to hike that long trail at Mashapaug to 

go diving. I can go dive off any public boat launch, and when I’m done, I can let the air out, fold up 

my boat, put it in the trunk and go home. Yipeee!! 

“Diveyak” by Jean Devine continued) 

“CUTIE PIE” 

By Adam Cohen 
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Things I learned diving on vacation 

By Sandy Gordon 

 

 We did two weeks of sailing cruises this summer and learned a few things about diving off of a sailboat. 

 

 Dive 1: Trying to recover some pirate booty lost in the mooring field, with strong current. 

 

 Lesson one: Some mooring fields are much deeper than others! This one was 38 feet deep. This actually 

required a safety stop, unlike the 6 foot deep slip where I keep my boat, and the 10-15 feet of many anchor-

ages. This was not a surprise, since we have a depth gauge on the boat. But it made our dive a more seri-

ous dive, rather than one in which we can pop up to get our bearings, at will, with no consequences. 

 

 Lesson two: Between the strong current, relatively poor visibility, and a little difficulty equalizing while 

descending, we lost track of our position early in the dive, but didn’t realize it until much later. Next time 

we will attach a line to the boat, with a length as long as the depth plus the radius of area that we’d like to 

search. So maybe 38 plus 20 or 30 more feet, with a weight of some sort to hold the vertical portion directly 

below the boat. Then we can do radial searches with the remaining 20-30 feet. 

 

 Lesson three: It’s great to have “shore support” on the boat. With the line that we should have had, we 

wouldn’t have strayed far from the boat, and could have used the line to move ourselves closer to the boat 

once we surfaced.  Instead, to get back to the boat, we swam quite a distance against the current and got 

pretty tired. Fortunately, our shore support team not only tossed us a line, but also reeled us in. Thank 

you! 

 

 Lesson four: When swimming against a strong current, we were later advised by a wise dive master, do 

the tired diver tow right from the start. Switch off who tows who, but the point is one water column of re-

sistance is better than two. 

 

 Lesson five: It’s great to have “shore support” on the boat. It’s hard to climb a tiny moving ladder in full 

dive gear. It’s great to be able to hand things up to others. Rule of thumb: Hand over weights first, fins 

last. 

 

 Lesson six: It’s not easy to find lost stuff, especially after a couple of years. Don’t expect too much and en-

joy the dive. We saw lots of starfish and the claw of an enormous lobster (the rest of him was hiding under 

a rock). In fact, he gets bigger every time we retell this story. 

 

 Dive 2: While trying to leave a mooring, we wrapped a mooring line around the prop of the boat. 

 

 Lesson one: To unwrap the line, use the following procedure. 

Secure the boat to the chain (under the mooring ball) with another line. With at least one person on the 

boat and one (plus buddy) in the water, tie a strong dock  
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1. line to one boat cleat, run it through the chain (no knot!), and secure it to another boat cleat. This 

creates a temporary harness that can be released from the boat without having to go back in the water. 

2. Take the load off of the original mooring line by pulling up slightly on the temporary harness, and 

securing it to the boat. This takes the load off of the line that is wrapped around the prop shaft. You will 

not be able to unwrap it if it has load. 

3. Keep hands away from those prop blades. It shouldn’t turn on its own, but you don’t want to be the 

one to test this. 

Once the mooring line is unwrapped, shore support can retrieve the original mooring line (and re-attach 

it to the boat, so the boat doesn’t float away from those divers still in the water!) and remove the tempo-

rary harness. In our case we had to replace the mooring line on the bow cleat, so the Harbor Master 

could inspect it to verify that it wasn’t damaged. 

Lesson two: While down there, take the opportunity to check, secure, or replace the zincs as needed. Also 

consider checking raw water intakes for any obstructions such as plastic bags or jellyfish. 

Lesson three: To avoid this happening in the first place, the helms person and line releaser need to com-

municate, “Ready? Ready! Go!” And always back away or float back from the mooring until it is well 

clear of the boat. 

Lesson four: Always carry working dive gear on board, including a dive flag, and tanks with at least a 

little gas left. We figure that we saved somewhere between $250 and $1000 by being able to do this opera-

tion ourselves, with no damage to the mooring or boat.  $1000 buys a lot of dive gear! 

3. Future Dive: Our next planned adventure will be to retrieve an anchor lost by a neighboring boater. 

One lesson that I read recently is that a storm (Hello, Hurricane Bill???) can either cover or uncover 

treasures, as the waves move objects and sand. So, to me this means, ”Be persistent!” It might not be ex-

(Vacation by Sandy Gordon continued) 

“I’m looking at you!!!” 

By Adam Cohen 
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 SECONN is hosting a meeting with a local author.   

Free pizza (buy your own beer) 
Let me know if you have any questions 

-Tony B. 
 

  

SECONN Skin Divers cordially invites you to join us at 7:30  

pm on September 8, 2009 for dinner, featuring a special presentation and book  

signing by RI-based author Todd McLeish. Todd will be giving a talk on the  

subject of his latest book "Basking With Humpbacks: Tracking Threatened  

Marine Life in New England Waters". He will have hard cover copies for sale  

at a price of $25. Todd will also have copies of his first book for sale in  

both hard cover and paperback versions. 

 

The event will be held at the Olympic Pizza Restaurant, 372 W Main St.,  

Norwich, CT. SECONN will be buying the pizza that night.  

Drinks will be available, cash bar. 

 

More information about author Todd McLeish and his books can be found at  

http://www.toddmcleish.com 

 

Directions to Olympic Pizza can be found here: 

http://www.olympicpizzarestaurant.com/content/directions.asp 

 

Olympic Pizza is in a light colored building that used to house a bank as one  

of its tenants, so it looks more like an office building than a pizza shop.  

The signs outside are a bit small. We're sure you'll find it, though. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Joe Piolunek, IT Coordinator for SECONN Skin Divers 

 

SECONN hosting a kayak touring trip 

 

Kayak touring!!!! 

No white water here!  Anyone interested in a nice leisurely paddle on one of the rivers in South-Eastern CT?  

Sunday September 13th, 10 am.  We will be launching from a car top boat launch off Bindloss Rd, Mystic, CT, 

right under Rte I-95.  We take a nice leisurely paddle down the Mystic River, past the Seaport, under the Rte 1 

drawbridge and down to the Noank area.  We will pull out at the town beach near Ford’s Gasoline dock.  This 

will be a 4 to 5 mile paddle and should take 3 to 4 hours as we will not be racing.  There should be great oppor-

tunities for photography along the way.  There is no dive “option” with this trip, unless someone “dives in” to 

cool off.  Spouses (and “meaningful other people”) would also be invited.  The invitation will also be extended to 

other local dive clubs.  If you are interested, send me an e-mail at tonybscuba@yahoo.com  
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“Grendel and Me “ 

By Bernie Moore 

>  

> I was talking to Grendel the other day and we discussed our policy of not publishing during the 

*dog *days of summer, but as the discourse unfurled, and with the threat again of Uncle Norm abdi-

cating, we decided to give it a *dog*gone try. We discussed poetry, but August verse is just so much 

*dog*gerel, so it’s back to prose. 

>  

> So here we are with Grendel’s 11^th birthday just around the corner and mine not too far behind 

walking through the jungle: he with his karate black pajamas on and me in short sleeves and walk-

ing shorts. He is also wearing a Mark II Combat Harness with Seeing Eye Leash with which he drags 

me through the brambles. As if that weren’t enough it’s humid and the mosquitoes are starving. All 

you need is to have one skeeter land on you and the next twenty are imaginary, but just as trouble-

some. 

>  

> There are stations where he prefers to sit while I stand there smacking my exposed skin while try-

ing to pass the leash from hand to hand. He looks up at me and sighs. I’m making far too much noise 

for his stealthy reconnoitering. 

>  

> Our walks are shorter now; he has just about driven all the vermin from our unit. He goes to the 

former haunts of the displaced critters and sniffs around, but here is no action, no scent. He reaches 

down to his shoulder in an abandoned chipmunk’s hole but only half heartedly, almost as a bit of 

practice. Nothing. He stares at carpets of leaves and looks for the tell-tale shifting of twigs and de-

bris that indicates a swale trough which mice flow. Nothing. 

>  

> Occasionally a ladycat (Herein I note that cats do not have a pejorative word for the female of the 

species) will meander by and leave a bit of pee mail which he reads voraciously and then rubs his 

cheeks in. It’s what you gotta do if you don’ have a thumb-drive. Once done, he sues for leave to track 

her and offer his comfort, but, alas, I no can do. 

>  

> While we are not yet into fall, when the world in New England turns on us, and summer forsakes us 

for other parts of the planet, we still are in a rapidly changing stretch. Children abandon the streets 

and fill their classrooms, gardeners are filling their arms, and the world is awash in zucchini, though 

native tomatoes have taken a beating. 

>  

> It’s an enjoyable period for divers, though as the water is as warm as it’s going to get for a while. 

Some bold tropicals who heeded not their mothers will find themselves in water that chills faster 

than they can flee. Who knows? They may form a tougher breed that can survive the rigors of New 

England like those parakeets that have evolved on the light poles of Bridgeport. The water gets a lit-

tle clearer, even at Fort Wetherill and vis is almost acceptable. 

>  

> And of course the closing of summer brings on elections for /Innerspace Explorers./ The veteran 

officers are seeking relief. Too long have they been holding things together. It’s time to pass the lead-

ership on to younger members with newer ideas and boundless energy. (OK mebbe not “boundless”.) 

In particular we need a new editor for the newsletter. It’s not a difficult job, but it does grab a little 

time at the end of the month. Our presidents are repeating terms, our treasurer has never been chal-

lenged, our webmonster has been so forever, our secretary is sometimes wearing two hats, our VPs 

are like the will’o’the wisps in the swamp. Or is that Wills’o’the wisp?/ / “Ve need new bloohd! Please 

consider stepping up. We have been relying on the kindness of the elders for too long.  

Stand and deliver! 
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FOR SALE!!! 

 

  

 

 

Dive Alert Venturi DA-2x, great safety signal, attaches to inflator hose on BC and emits 

very loud whistle blast to attract boat or dive partner.  Sale price: $40 !! 

Contact:  Ralph Gray (860) 643-6590 or grayralph@aol.com 

 

EXTRA LARGE (XL) DACOR RIG ll BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR (BC) THAT I PURCHASED 
FOR$ 350.00 AND HAVE ONLY WORN ABOUT 15 TIMES.  Asking $150.  OMS BLACK MONOPRENE 

POWER FINS SIZE "XL" THAT ARE BRAND NEW .  $100 firm.Wayne Duffy (203) 379-7890,   

WDuffy3350@aol.com 

 

 

Professional housing with Canon 10 D camera inside. Easy way to step 
up into professional underwater photography:   Both like new.  Buyer will only 

need to purchase lens of choice, matching port and strobe/cable.  Housing comes 
with two connections for strobes- one of each of both standard strobe connec-
tions, so it will be compatible to any strobe.  $1000 firm. (Housings are now 

$4000new).  Contact Rich at  860-875-8726 
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Privateer Divers LLC  

Fills 

Air 

Nitrox 

Trimix 

Argon 

Oxygen 

All gas is sold by the 

cubic foot. 

You only pay for 

what you use!!! 

Services 

 

Cylinder                     

Inspection 

Valve                        

Service 

Oxygen                    

Cleaning 

Rust                        

Inhibiting 

..and much more!! 

Ricky Simon 

Eric Simon 

Do You Have The 

Privateer In You? 

We are Dealers in: 

XS Scuba 

Cochran Computers 

Nautical 

Sea Pearls 

OxyCheq 

Classes offered for: 

PADI 

Open Water       —     Dive Master 

TDI 

Advanced Nitrox 

Decompression Procedures 

 

PrivateerDivers@sbcglobal.net  860 916-8430 
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Page  14 

Club News: 

Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration  

Currently has openings for Volunteer Divers! To apply online, go to 

www.mysticaquarium.org and click on Get Involved!  

Questions? Email volunteer@mysticaquarium.org 

The aquarium is  looking for divers who can commit to a weekly or bi-

weekly dive slot. Divers must be SCUBA, first aid, and CPR certified. 

They must also pass a swim test, a physician dive physical, and a written 

dive exam. 

 

Let’s Dive!!! 

 Simon Says Dives - Wrecks & drift dives - Eric and Ricky Simon (on request)  (860) 742 2280 

Canned Air dives  Block Island area - Capt. Wayne Gordon.  Give Wayne a call if you want to 

dive. (860) 871-1782 

Divers Cove:  (Ed & Chris Rosacker) call for dives SIGN UP AND PLACE  DEPOSIT at 1-800-

762-9249 (Full service dive shop) 

Scuba Shack:  Training classes, local and travel charters. 860—563-0119 (Full service dive 

shop)  

Enfield Scuba:  Training classes and charters.  860-745-7282 (Full service dive shop ) 

New England Ski & Scuba:  860-872-0228 (Full service dive shop) 

New England Dive  WWW.NEDIVE.COM  203-284-1880  (Full service dive shop) 

 

 

 

 Brownstone Park in Portland, Connecticut 

brownstoneedp.com 

advanced scuba diving, rock climbing and sports facility 

Task-9 Dog Volunteers 
860 537 8268 or TASK-9@comcast.net   

 Sept. 27, 9:00 AM 

Site : To be determined                                        

Trish and Cal                                                               
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INNERSPACE

EXPLORERS

DIVER

INNERSPACE

EXPLORERS

DIVER

Club News: 

1. Join the Dive committee and help plan dives, see any club officer for details. 

2. Executive Board members wanted.  Please consider joining the E-Board 

3. Club patches available at each meeting. See Kevin or Linsley. 

4. If you have changed your email, snail mail address &/or phone number please 

contact one of the club officers or Gerry Foster via the website to update your 

contact information.   

The Club Page 

Join The Innerspace Explorers Dive Club  

Invite a friend or two.  Contact any of the Club Officers or visit our website for details:   

www.innerspacexplorers.org 

   President:                  Linsley Mordasky              linkev01@aol.com 

   Vice President:          Woody Tinsley                    sharkdiver289@yahoo.com

   Treasurer:                  Ralph Gray (for life)          grayralph@aol.com 

   Secretary:                  Sandy Gordon                     SandraLgordon@yahoo.com 

   Newsletter:                Norman Friday                  normfriday@sbcglobal.net 

   Webmaster:               Gerry "Foz" Foster             gerryfoster@snet.net 

Innerspace Dive Club Patches  

Available at each meeting,  $3.00.   See 

Linsley  


